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By Raria Kraynak Bruno
ARLINGTON

Heid Monday at the Sa-
dier Center, the fourth curric-
ulum panel discussion hosted
by The Society for the Col-
lege was a roaring success
and proved that one big ques-
tion looms over all:

. Why?
;E.-S-S.-_&L_ Guest pro-
tessorial panel-
ist Mark Bauerlein of Emory
University observed that none
of the changes made by the
committee 1s based in any
scientific research on effective
higher education.

Why?

Presumably, changes in
curriculum are made to im-
prove undergraduate educa-
tion, yet William and Mary
has offered no rationale to
support its changes,

What 1s offered is a “think-
ing about thinking” theme,
which has nothing to do with
actual learning.

Why did Provost Michael
Halleran, the guiding hand in
all things curricular, not insist
that standard academic in-
quiry and research be the
baseline for the entire proc-

ess?

Why did the provost not
require the use of a set of
standards by which to meas-
ure effectiveness?

Why are the provost and
Curnticulum Review Commit-
tee content io have a curricu-
lum that 1s content-free?

William and Mary's School
of Education has numerous
experts on fearning theory,
and the scholarly work of
cognitive specialist Daniel
Willingham of the University
of Virginia 1s particularly
useful.

Resources for academic
standards and achievement
are widely available. vet the
commitiee did not avail them-
selves,

Why not?

Facts, as John Adams once
noted, are stubbormn things.

Fact: The provost and the
Curricurlum Review Commit-
tee are not employing aca-
demic nigor to the process of
reviewing the curriculum,
assessing the nead {or lack of
need) for change, and deliv-
ering a result that s rooted in
the very academic quality
they profess to seek in their
students.
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Why?

Fact: A tinv percentage
{about 15 percent) of the fac-
ulty 1s mvolved in the process.

Why?

Fact: Knowledge is power,
and the new curniculum opts
out of empowering students.

Why?

With an estimated start
date of Fall 2014 for any new
curriculum, the college has
roughiy cne year to ensure
that the undergraduate pro-
gram gves ali students an
education worthy of the col-
lege’s history.

The duty of the adminis-
tration 1s to ensure that a de-
gree from William and Mary
carries 1ts weight with dignity
in the world, that a degree has
meaning. clout, and academic
integrity.

The duty of the faculty is
to teach.

The duty of the students is
to learn.

It is a simple dynamic.

Why 1s William and Mary
making 1t all harder than it
needs to be?

Karla Kraynak Bruno is
a 1981 graduate of William
and Mary,



